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Title of meeting: Highways  

Date: 19 March 2014 

Time: 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Venue: Council Offices, Cambridge Rd, Sandy 

Contact: Sally Wileman 0300 300 6110 

 

Attendees 

Name Role 

Cllr Nigel Aldis Sandy Town Councillor and CBC Ward Councillor 

Cllr Martin Pettitt Sandy Town Councillor – Highways Representative 

Cllr Marion Runchman Sandy Town Councillor 

Cllr Michael Scott Sandy Town Councillor 

Cllr Susan Sutton Mayor of Sandy Town Council 

Cllr Caroline Maudlin CBC Ward Councillor and Chairman of CBC 

Jenny Volp Asset Manager - Area 8, HA 

Delia Shephard Clerk to Sandy Town Council 

Ben King Principal Transport Planner, CBC 

Sally Wileman Service Development Manager, CBC 

No Issue Action 

1 JV provided an update on the HA’s Route Based Strategy (RBS). 
Phase 1 is nearing completion and the Draft Strategy for the London 
to Leeds section will be finalised shortly.  Phase 2 involves national 
prioritisation based upon evidence including journey time reliability 
and safety.  The results will allow schemes to be planned 15yrs 
ahead.  JV confirmed that the A1 is a strategic route of regional 
priority. 

 

2 BK summarised CBC’s response as a stakeholder to the consultation 
(since circulated). The study recognises that, locally, the road is busy 
and there is congestion and impact on communities.  However it does 
not figure highly compared to other sections. It was highlighted that 
there was a lack of reference to how the future of the A1 may be 
impacted by proposals for East-West Rail (EWR).  

BK 

Minutes 



2 

3 Cllr P asked for confirmation regarding the previous plans for 
improvements including a Sandy bypass and the East West Rail link. 
JV offered to clarify why the HA scheme was not completed.  She 
explained that the Black Cat junction will be improved with the 
available funds and longer term the RBS will allow evidence based 
prioritisation and targeted investment in significant improvements.  An 
update on EWR will be given at the public meeting.  

JV 

4 JV answered questions about funding and explained the new criteria 
of ‘Economic Development potential’. The HA is becoming a 
Government Company, removing the link to the DoT.   

 

5 
BK explained that CBC has been working with SEMLEP in the 
production of the Strategic Economic Plan which forms a bid to 
Central Government for funding of strategically important transport 
schemes. The priorities for the SEMLEP area are the Woodside Link, 
Luton Airport links, Bedford Western Bypass, and constructing dual 
carriageway on the A421 between M1 J13 and MK.  The realignment 
of the A1 to bypass Sandy is a larger, strategic scheme which goes 
beyond the remit of that bid. SEP does recognise the need to improve 
the strategic network, including the A1 in Sandy, and CBC will 
continue to lobby for improvements to the A1. 

 

6 BK explained the available LATP funding for the Freight Study (FS) 
recommendations. There are not sufficient funds to complete both A1 
junction works (St Neots Rd weight limits and New Rd access 
restrictions).  JV confirmed that the A1 South to North ‘No U turn’ was 
now signed and enforceable.  The FS recommended No Right turn 
from New Rd for all vehicles. STC adopted position is that they would 
prefer ‘No Right turn for HGVs only’.  This may be difficult to enforce 
and the view of the police will be sought.  Cllrs asked whether 
Sunderland Rd could be reconsidered as the preferred Freight Route.  
BK would consult and report back. 

 

 

 

 

BK 

7 STC considered applying for Rural Match Funding (RMF) from CBC 
for a pavement along New Rd.  All agreed that it would be unsafe if it 
did not continue to the overpass.  BK explained that a ‘light-touch’ 
assessment of the costs and viability could be undertaken without 
cost to STC if they wished to reapply next year.  Cllrs wished to 
investigate whether RMF could be spent on improving the more direct 
route along the Baulk.  BK would liaise with the Green Wheel project 
and if there was available LATP funding, whether this could also be 
used.  

 

 

 

 

BK 

8 JV will provide an update on the access works at Beeston.  Cllrs 
registered their preference for a roundabout to replace the A1 New Rd 
/ Orchard Rd junction.  JV explained where a similar request was 
considered elsewhere, it had not passed the test of Value 
Management due to the reduction in journey time and high cost of 
land purchase and Utilities.  JV will seek the view of their new 
contractor and report back. 

JV 

 

 

 

JV 
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9 The existing A1 signs to Sandy Town Centre are accurate and correct 
but because Sandy starts away from the roundabout, have less 
impact.  All agreed that enhancements to the roundabout could 
emphasise the town without conflicting with HA signs. STC to consider 
low maintenance options, including sponsorship. Cllrs raised concerns 
about the impression given by instances of poor maintenance and 
agreed to escalate to JV if routine reporting did not work. 

 

 

STC 

10 BK would pass on concerns about flooding at the Pegasus Crossing 
in Potton Rd and ensure a response.  A scheme was being worked up 
to resolve flooding opposite Rectory Court.  JV confirmed that Cottage 
Rd to Georgetown would be maintained by HA. 

There was concern that ‘Sat Navs’ were leading drivers to get stuck in 
Cambridge Rd to avoid restrictions in Sunderland Rd.  Traffic 
Management team to be asked to consider. 

BK 

 

 

BK 

11 Average Speed Cameras are being used near Southoe and JV would 
provide a summary of the Safety Audit and learning once complete.   

JV 

12 Cllrs requested that CBC Highways Area Team attend Town Council 
meetings in order that members could have discussions and reach 
joint decisions.  SW agreed to ask the Area Team to meet STC once 
a year and other times on request.  These meetings would continue 
biennially. 

 

SW 

13 Ben King would attend the Public Meeting on 12 May for CBC (later 
confirming Jim Tombe would attend to discuss EWR), Eric Cooper 
would represent the Highways Agency.  SG19 Road Safety Group will 
be invited to attend. 

 

14 There were several key themes throughout the meeting: 

 
Recognition of the concern raised by local Councillors of the impact of 
the A1 on local communities, especially pedestrians crossing to and 
from the businesses at the roundabout.   
 
The existing constraints on funding to improve highways and transport 
generally. 
 
The need to keep communicating and ensure elected representatives 
understand the process for taking part and influencing funding (RBS, 
LATP, SEMLEP, RMF, S106). 
 

All 

 


